The Semi (10-12-2009) by Fuller Theological Seminary
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Digital Commons @ Fuller 
The SEMI (2001-2010) Fuller Seminary Publications 
10-12-2009 
The Semi (10-12-2009) 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/fts-semi-6 
Recommended Citation 
Fuller Theological Seminary, "The Semi (10-12-2009)" (2009). The SEMI (2001-2010). 293. 
https://digitalcommons.fuller.edu/fts-semi-6/293 
This Periodical is brought to you for free and open access by the Fuller Seminary Publications at Digital Commons 
@ Fuller. It has been accepted for inclusion in The SEMI (2001-2010) by an authorized administrator of Digital 
Commons @ Fuller. For more information, please contact archives@fuller.edu. 
CONNECTING THE CAMPUS • CREATING DIALOGUEFALL 3 »OCTOBER 12,2009
In Search of the Deep Church
Interview by Brian Kiley
Fuller a lu m n u s J im  B elch er h as w ritten  a  b o o k  a b o u t the C h u rch  
that is d raw in g  cheers from  em erg in g  an d  trad itio n a l church  leaders. 
I sat dow n w ith  h im  to  fin d  o u t w h y  everyone is so  excited .
What inspired you to write this book?
The inspiration came out o f the 
frustration from reading emerg­
ing stuff, which I really enjoy and 
learn a lot from, and then hearing 
the really hard traditional church 
pushback and feeling like both 
sides were missing each other. I felt 
like there was a huge middle that 
was getting lost in the conversation 
or didn’t feel like they had a home 
in this dialogue. I want my emerg­
ing and traditional friends to learn 
from the book, but I really wrote 
it for this huge ‘middle’ o f people 
who just weren’t being spoken to.
They are people who had a feeling 
that there is something different 
out there, and I wanted to put a 
voice to that.
Deep Church, why that title?
About half way through the proj­
ect I came across a C.S. Lewis quote 
where he talks about “deep church” 
and saw that he used it as a syn­
onym for “mere Christianity”. As I 
was writing my chapter on unity I 
realized I can’t call the book Mere 
Christianity because people would 
obviously know the reference, but
deep church,” that’s really what 
Lewis was after. That’s the ‘mere Christian’ vision, and I 
realized there was no better title for what I am trying to 
do.
Why is it important for Fuller stu­
dents and other future church lead­
ers to read this book?
I’m actually hearing from 
seminary students and young 
church planters that for them 
this book is kind o f a manual 
for starting out. Really what 
I’m laying out here is not just a 
theology but also a philosophy 
o f ministry for young pastors. 
It is sort o f a road map to be­
gin to plan out their own phi­
losophy o f ministry, and there is 
no better time to sort through 
those things than when you’re 
in seminary. That is what you 
are doing in seminary. You aren’t 
just there getting your theology 
down— although that’s part o f 
it— but you are working out 
a philosophy o f ministry, and 
that’s really what Deep Church is 
an attempt to do.
How do you want this book to im­
pact church leaders?
The book really is an exercise 
in unity, and I want church 
leaders to see that. It has been 
called an exercise in theological 
peacemaking. People have ap­
preciated that it is an attempt at peacemaking within the 
church. One o f the things I want people to learn is how 
to dialogue in a way that respects each other and listens 
and learns from one another. That’s the first thing I want
Continued, on Page 4
See Jim speak about Deep Church and have a Q&A 
with Richard Mouw in the Hubbard Library
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For several years now I have been 
a faithful reader of books and articles 
from the emerging church camp.
I was a college student when a 
friend dropped Brian McLaren’s. A 
Generous Orthodoxy, in my lap and I 
have been scribbling in the margins 
o f emerging church books ever since. 
I have grown immensely from wres­
tling with the many good questions 
that emerging voices are asking.
As grateful as I am for many o f the 
ideas I’ve found in these books—  par­
ticularly those pertaining to matters 
o f social justice and mission—  I’ve 
found that some voices in the emerg­
ing church are going places theo­
logically that I simply do not feel 
comfortable going. On the flip side, 
over the past several years as I’ve read 
authors who seemed more orthodox
t h e
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in their theology, I found myself frus­
trated with the relative lack of social 
concern. Both sides o f the aisle seem 
to have great ideas, but both seem in­
complete.
Then, about a month ago, I heard 
about a book called Deep Church, 
written by a guy named Jim Belcher. 
Tim Keller, author o f the best-seller 
The Reason for God, said in his en­
dorsement o f Deep Church, “Jim 
Belcher shows that we don’t have to 
choose between orthodox evangelical 
doctrine on the one hand, and cultur­
al engagement, creativity and com­
mitment to social justice on the other 
hand. This is an important book.”
I read that endorsement, and I 
was interested. Now that I have read 
the book, I can wholeheartedly agree 
that this is a very important book. In
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the midst o f a world where spiteful 
polarity abounds and respectful dia­
logue is rare, Jim Belcher has given 
the Church a great gift by showing 
that there is indeed common ground 
to be found between emerging and 
traditional forms of church.
Because I think the ideas in this 
book are so important, I tracked down 
Jim and asked him a few questions so 
that the entire Fuller community can 
learn more about his ideas. I hope 
you enjoy reading the 
hope to see you this 
Tuesday, October 13 
at 4:00 p.m. in the 
Hubbard Library to 
hear Jim speak and 
sign books. S
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COFFEE with Quick
By C huck N orton
How Do I Find a Great Coffee Shop?
Finding good coffee shops in Los Angeles is like 
finding good actors in Los Angeles. There are thou­
sands o f options, and many o f them wont make the 
grind.
So how do you sort out the good ones? Well, read­
ing COFFEEwithChuck is a start. I’ll do what I can 
to point you to some great coffee shops, but I’m a be­
liever in giving a person a fishing rod at some point 
and helping them catch their own.
When you walk into a coffee shop, start by asking 
the Baristas (that’s the term for the person making 
the coffee) something about their coffee. If they say 
“I don’t drink it” get the heck out o f there. You want 
a place where the employees are customers, too.
Next you could ask, “What are some o f your fa­
vorite coffee shops in the area?” If they don’t know, 
that is a sure sign they’re not into coffee culture. Al­
most without fail, great coffee shop baristas are freaks 
about coffee and have been to all the other coffee 
shops in the area.
Lastly, if they pass all o f these tests, ask for a cap­
puccino. This is by far the hardest drink to make cor­
rectly, and will quickly separate the ‘get me out o f 
here’ places from the ‘wow, this is amazing’ cafes. It’s 
got to be delicious. At places like Cafe De Leche or 
Jones Coffee Roasters, for instance - their cappuc­
cino’s are so heavenly that even my sister (a ‘coffee 
with my milk’ girl) relishes it with no additives.
Here are some other qualities that all the good cof­
fee shops have, and many o f the bad ones don’t: 1) 
Fresh hot coffee (never more than 45 minutes old! 
This is when brewed coffee dies), 2) Cold Brew (a 
24 hour brewing process used to make amazing iced 
coffee), 3) Freshly brewed hot and iced tea (to ac­
commodate Los Angeles’ new wave o f tea fanatics).
Weekly Coffee Feature
Cafe De Leche is a soon to 
be not-so-secret coffee shop in 
Highland Park. It is 15 minutes 
from Fuller, and is worth the 
drive. Free internet, amazing 
drinks...all o f them.
Visit COFFEEwithChuck. 
net for more tips, 
to comment on this 
article, and to re­
quest future article 
subjects. S
The God of Intimacy, Action
Reflection by C hris Murphy
I remember the moment I decided to enter full-time 
ministry. I was standing at the Inter Varsity sponsored Ur- 
bana Missions Conference singing praises to God with 
about 20,000 other college age students and somewhere 
deep inside my heart I had this knowing that Jesus was 
calling me to vocational ministry. After being challenged 
by various speakers to follow God with my life, I returned 
to my university with a new sense o f conviction about 
putting my faith into action. I was nineteen years old.
After college, I worked for five years doing a mixture 
o f urban and campus ministry. I experienced the emo­
tional high from ministry and the exhaustion that comes 
from spreading oneself thin through service. When I ar­
rived on Fuller’s main campus in Pasadena, I had a zeal for 
theological study, a passion for ministry, and also a desire 
for rest.
My experience at Fuller exceeded my expectations for 
excellent theological training, but I found that to thrive at 
seminary required a rhythm of life that included prayer, 
study, community, and ministry. I could no longer rely 
on the passion for ministry that I experienced while 
working in full-time service. My studies certainly fed me 
spiritually, but when I neglected times o f prayer, I found 
myself less centered and at times stagnant in my spiritual 
formation. I also noticed after a quarter at Fuller that I 
needed an outlet for service. Investing in my own growth 
was great, but I needed opportunities to reach outward 
beyond the walls o f Fuller. As a result, I began volunteer­
ing at a local church leading a college ministry and my life 
returned to a healthier rhythm.
For those o f you who are new to the Fuller community,
I would like to encourage you to give yourselves a lot o f 
grace as you transition into a new rhythm of life. It will 
take time to become centered and to find the right bal­
ance o f studies, prayer, community, and ministry. Prayer 
is often the part o f our lives we neglect the most. In order 
to stay in tune with God’s heart for us we need times of 
extended solitude in prayer. In Invitation to Solitude and 
Silence Ruth Haley Barton writes, “To enter into solitude 
and silence is to take the spiritual life seriously. It is to 
take seriously our need to quiet the noise o f our lives, to 
cease the constant striving o f human effort, to pull away 
from our absorption in human relationships for a time in 
order to give God our undivided attention”
This year I have the privilege o f serving as a chaplain 
and spiritual director on campus in partnership with the 
Office o f Presbyterian Ministries. In an effort to aid you 
in finding a rhythm of prayer, I will be working with the 
Student Life and Services Office to offer a Fuller Prayer 
Retreat at the Los Angeles Arboretum on the third Sat­
urday o f th fall, winter, and spring quarters. This year’s
Continued, on Page 7  
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Chuck Norton is not 
a coffee addict. He 
a n  quit any time. 
No really, he can (he 
can't).
Deep Church Continued from Page 1
to see happen.
Another thing that I want to do comes from my pas­
sion for the unity o f the church. I really want to move 
past the divisions so that we can find out what it is that 
we hold in common so that we can work on those things 
while we work out our differences. There is a whole 
chapter in the book about unity, and that is really the 
heart o f what this book is about.
Third, I love the church. I want to see the church be 
strong, so I don’t want to see it mired in conflict. There 
is nothing wrong with conflict, per se, but often times 
conflict breeds apathy. People get frustrated into think­
ing that because there is conflict they cant do anything, 
and I wanted to put forth a positive agenda that says, 
“This is what we know, this is what we can stand on 
while we try to figure out other stuff. Let’s move for­
ward.” In our generation we hear so many voices, and 
nobody agrees, and that makes people want to disengage 
and sit on the sidelines. I’m trying to present an agenda 
for moving forward.
What kind of a reaction to the book are you getting from people 
in the emerging camp and people in the traditional camp?
Everyone has been amazingly civil back to me. I think 
people realize that I have bent over backwards to be civil 
so that has changed the conversation in terms o f feed­
back.
What has been really interesting is how seriously 
emerging voices have taken it. I assumed the broad 
middle would like it, but I’ve been really amazed that 
people on the emerging side have taken it seriously. I re­
ally hoped they would. I’ve been even more surprised by 
the reaction from the traditional side. I expected more 
voices on the traditional side to be frustrated with me. 
I’m not sure why I expected that except that I spent so 
much more time with the emerging side and was pri­
marily interviewing them and getting their pushback.
I thought because o f this those on the traditional side 
would get really frustrated particularly because I’m a 
Presbyterian Church in America guy. I was worried that 
people would think I had sold out.
Why do you think those more traditional denominations have 
responded so positively?
I think it is because they are frustrated with the same 
things that the emerging side is frustrated with. They 
might not have liked hearing all the critiques from 
emerging voices, but I think they resonate with them in 
a lot o f ways. They recognize that there is so much that 
is ossified in our own tradition that it is preventing them 
from being missional and they know that they need to 
be missional because that is the calling of the church. 
They know that is the case, they want that, and they
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know that there are things that are a part o f their tradi­
tion that are hindering that. I think that is why they 
liked the book.
It seems like you are saying that emerging and traditional voic­
es have more in common than it initially appears.
Yes, but there has never been a safe place to admit 
that. I recently talked to a former student at a seminary 
that would fit right in the traditional mold. He said that 
when he was a student they had tried to do a conference 
on the emerging church where they were trying to build 
some bridges even while giving a sympathetic critique. 
Three years ago the atmosphere was so toxic that they 
got slammed even for dealing with emerging ideas. And 
so that former stu­
dent commended 
me for opening 
up a safe ground 
for both sides to 
talk.
You talk a lot in the 
book about, "the 
Great Tradition".
How would you de­
fine it?
When you look 
at the creeds and 
confessions of the 
Church it is all 
connected to the 
church fathers 
and their writings, 
so I am referring 
to the first four or 
five centuries o f
the Church when it seemed like there was quite a bit or 
consensus before things started dividing. The quest is to 
go back to those formulative times. We have to remem­
ber that the Great Tradition doesn’t stop in the fifth cen­
tury. It continues forward and gets added to, and there 
are different periods where the Church has had great 
breakthroughs and added things to the Great Tradition. 
On the flip side, there are times when the Church has 
added things that shouldn’t have been added.
The Great Tradition becomes a plumb line for us. We 
can look back at the last 2000 years and see how God 
has dealt with the Church.
You talk about this idea of the emerging church not plugging 
in to the historical tradition. How would you go about solving 
this problem for young people who are dissatisfied with the
Jim Belcher (MAT '91) pastors Red esi 
Bell (right) everything he knows w tw 
Fuller students.
ANNOUNCEMENTway the Church is but who need to connect to some sort of deeper 
tradition?
I get the sense that many in the emerging tradition are 
afraid that they will end up stuck in tradition and that 
will get in the way o f mission. These people are fine with 
adopting tradition from the past that will aid in mission, 
but they are afraid that if  we really tie into the Great Tradi­
tion it will keep us from mission. I can really appreciate 
that, but my rejoinder to that is, if you are really plugged 
in to the Great Tradition it is going to keep you on the 
pathway to mission. It’s hard to blame the emerging tradi­
tion for their fears, because look at the churches today that 
are supposedly plugged in to the Great Tradition? Are they 
missional? In many cases, no. But I would say what hap­
pens is that the Tradition for them, over time, has become 
tradition with a small “t” .
The real Tradition is continually life-giving, reforming,
ed esbyterian Church in Costa Mesa, California. Jim taught Rob 
; m two used to hang out at the Huntington during their time as
that is really tradition with a small “t” . It is more about 
preferences than anything else. The Tradition is generative, 
it is constantly breathing new life because the Scriptures 
come out o f it. Would you ever say to your church, “I 
don’t want to be biblical because it’s too old?” No, the 
Scriptures are what are continually breathing new life into 
us to be relevant.
s I What do want seminary students and young church leaders to 
walk away with after reading your book?
I want them to walk away with a much deeper love of 
Christ’s Church, a greater desire for unity, and a real hope 
that the Church can be all that God wants it to be for 
j I them and their people. I want people to be hopeful and 
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Let's Step It Up: C om puters in  Class
O pinion by Kevin Panicker
It’s a new year here at Fuller, and I’ve been thinking 
about how to make this second and final year o f my semi­
nary experience my best. I am almost overwhelmed by 
how many areas o f my life need improvement. My self­
ishness, arrogance, insecurities, lust, hypocrisy, envy, and 
other failings seem too great a burden to bear. I know I 
am not alone in my desire to improve myself, and I think
you’ll agree there are many ways that we, as a Fuller com­
munity, can all grow together. We can improve the way 
we relate to each other and to God, and we can grow in 
our dedication to our academic work.
There is one particular way I think we can improve 
significandy as a community, and it involves the way we 
use our computers in class. Like many o f you, I have real­
ized over the last year that many (if not most!) students do 
not pay full attention to professors and classmates during 
class. Instead, we try to listen to lectures and listen to our 
classmates while also playing video games, checking news, 
working on other assignments, sending emails, and me­
andering on all at the same time. Obviously this decreases 
our productivity and our ability to learn effectively, and 
it also distracts our classmates and inhibits their ability 
to learn. Such halfhearted engagement in the classroom 
is also antithetical to the most basic o f Christian ethics. 
Jesus calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves, and I dont 
know how we can claim to love our neighbors (profes­
sors, classmates) as ourselves when we do not give them 
our full attention. Whether they realize we aren’t paying 
attention or not, it is unloving of us to pretend to listen 
while allowing ourselves to be distracted by other tasks. 
Jesus also taught us to, “Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.” Would our professors and class­
mates really want to share our attention with Facebook 
and ESPN headlines? Only giving our professors and 
classmates a portion o f our attention is disrespectful, and
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not very Christian. Giving others our distracted attention 
is disrespectful and unacceptable elsewhere in life.
Our classroom behavior is even more concerning be­
cause we are seminary students. We are training to be 
pastors, ministers, counselors, professional missionaries, 
development workers, businesspeople, etc., and yet we 
refuse (during our training experience) to give our full 
attention to others. Can we expect to be good listeners 
after graduation if we don’t listen during our classroom 
experience? It doesn’t matter to me whether the professor 
or material is boring or redundant; decency and Christian 
values suggest to me that we should still try to listen and 
learn. If  we refuse, it seems to me that we have de-evolved 
into childish listeners and we are stunting our own intel­
lectual and spiritual growth. I remember one experience 
during my first quarter that deeply hurt me. During the 
class, we were watching a documentary on the history of 
Native Americans and their annihilation by European co­
lonialists on American soil. To me such material especially 
deserves our full attention, as we cannot ignore the fact 
that we are currently enjoying the benefits o f a bloody his­
tory of massacres, genocide, slavery, racism, sexism, and all 
sorts o f other evil. However, a person in front o f me was 
completely ignoring the presentation, and was playing a 
baseball/softball video game on their computer! How we 
can be so ignorant and insensitive astounds me. Unfortu­
nately, I know that was not an isolated incident. Many of 
us are sacrificing the educational opportunities afforded 
to us at Fuller by choosing to devote our attention to our 
computer screens rather than class content.
As your fellow student I urge you to resist the tempta­
tion to access the internet and other non-class material 
during class time. I know we live in a crazed, multi-task­
ing culture, but try to resist multi-tasking when you’re in 
class. If you can’t control yourself, don’t connect to the in­
ternet at all. Even better, don’t turn on your computer un­
less you have to. Let’s try to listen as an act o f worship to 
the God who has called us here and as an act o f respect to 
our professors and classmates. Lets try to listen not only 
so that we can learn and be fully attentive to others, but 
also so that we can train ourselves to listen. I am discover­
ing that listening is an action that is almost equivalent to 
love. Let’s leave behind childish ways; we will be a better 
community o f better Christian leaders for it. 0
Kevin Panicker (MA, SIS) 
is an African-lndian- 
American brother who 
hopes you didn't just 
read this article during a 
lecture.
FULLER HAPPENINGS
MISSIONARY DEBRIEF GROUP Are you a mission­
ary who just returned from the field? Fuller 
Psychological and Family Services is offering 
a 6-week debrief group for missionaries on 
issues of cross cultural adjustment and re-en­
try. It will be on Mondays from 6-8pm, Oc­
tober 12- November 16. The cost is $10/ses- 
sion ($60 total). If you are interested, please 
contact Ann Yeh at 626.204.2031.
IS YOUR HUSBAND A NEW STUDENT AT FULLER? 
All student wives are invited to join 
SUPPORT, the Bible study, prayer 
and fellowship group just for you!
SUPPORT has two distinct meeting times, 
so choose the one that is best for you or come 
try both:
Wednesday Mornings, 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Pasadena Presbyterian Church, 3rdfloor. 
(Corner of Colorado Blvd. and Madison 
Ave.) Childcare is provided for children 0-5 
years.
-or-
Thursday Evenings, 7:00—9:00p.m. Starts Oc-
tober 1. Chang Commons. Fuller housing com­
plex on N. Madison. Theme Room 2. (Enter 
from the Oakland side, through the tot lot.) 
No childcare provided.
For more information contact: Heather 
Henry at 415.497.9194. heatherhenry44@ 
yahoo.com.
WE WANT YOUR BLOOD! Our fall quarter blood 
drive in partnership with the Huntington 
Hospital is around the corner. Join us on 
Tuesday, October 28,10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
in Payon 101. Sign up by emailing Jackie at 
jackie.baca-geary@huntingtonhospital.com 
or Carmen at sls-director@fuller.edu. All 
staff, faculty, and students are encouraged to 
support this blood drive.
Those who donate will 
receive a FREE t-shirt.
TICKETS TO AMUSEMENT 
PARKS Student Life and 
Services sells discounted 
tickets to Disneyland 
(One park $66 adults,
$58 children), Legoland ($45), Seaworld 
($53 adult, $47 children, 2nd day free) and 
Universal Studios ($49 one day, $68 annual 
pass). Purchase your tickets (cash or check 
only) at our office on the 2nd floor of Kreys- 
sler Hall (above the Catalyst).
DISABILITY SEATING ACCOMMODATION The Ac­
cess Services Offices (ASO) appreciates your 
cooperation in ensuring that chairs and desks 
labeled “ASO Disability Seating Accomoda­
tion: DO N O T REMOVE“ are left in their 
designated places. Questions can be directed 




Continued from Page 3
theme is “The God o f Intimacy and Action” based on a book 
with the same title by Tony Campolo and Mary Albert Dar­
ling. We will explore the example o f Jesus who lived an un­
hurried life o f deep intimacy with his Father and with his 
followers, while also being an activist who stood up to injus­
tice, spread the good news o f God’s love, healed the sick, and 
comforted the oppressed.
Fuller Prayer Retreats are times to slow down and experi­
ence prayerful solitude and reflection. We begin each retreat 
on Fullers main campus in the Catalyst at 8:30 a.m. After 
refreshments and a brief meditation on Scripture, we carpool 
to the Los Angeles Arboretum, about ten miles from campus, 
and then spend two hours in solitude with God. We finish 
our time sharing together in small groups at the Arboretum 
before returning to campus at 12:30. Our first prayer retreat 
of the school year is Saturday, October 17. The cost is $10 for 
students and $12 for non-students. For more information or 
to pre-register, contact Matthew Talley in Student Life and 
Services at sls-office@fuller.edu or 626-584-5435.
There are many wonderful ways to deepen your spiritual 
formation while at Fuller. My hope is that Fullers Prayer 
Retreats will give you space to deepen your intimacy with 
God, while helping empower you for an active life o f study 
and service. During my years as a Fuller student, I benefitted 
from extended times o f rest and reflection amidst the activity 
of my studies and intern­
ship work. I encourage 
you to experience the 
God of Intimacy and Ac­
tion at one o f our retreats 
this year. s
Chris Murphy serves as 
an admissions counselor Sf*Yat Fuller Seminary.
S u n d a y s  5 p m
The Church of Our Saviour 
535 West Roses Road | San Gabriel CA 91775 1626/282-5147
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o f intimacy 
Of action
F U L L E R  P R A Y E R  R E T R E A T S  at the A R B O R E T U M
MEETING LOCATION: Fuller Catalyst 
Third Saturday of the quarter 
8:30 a .m . - 12:30 p .m .
RETREAT LEADERS: Chris Murphy and Courtney Bacon. For more info or to pre-register 
contact the Student Life Office at 626.584.5435 or sls-office@fuiler.edu.
$10 for students with ID 
$12 for non students
COST:
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